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come together, working as a team, to accom-
plish a single goal. This teamwork serves as
an example for all of us. Congress should take
notice of this squad.

The World Schools Debate Championships
will be held this summer in Croatia from July
17 to July 27. More than 50 countries compete
at this 10 day global competition for high
school debate teams each year, discussing 13
diverse topics such as politics, philosophy,
technology, and law. This global event pro-
motes excellence, creativity, and critical think-
ing. Emily and Leila’s success in the world
class event is inspiring.

As a past patron of the World Schools De-
bate Championships, Nelson Mandela, said,
“A winner is a dreamer who never gives up”.
Emily and Leila are already winners in my
book, and have demonstrated an exceptionally
high standard of excellence and talent. These
girls have earned the distinction of rep-
resenting not only Texas, but the United
States. | know they will represent us with pride
and dignity. Congratulations to Emily and Leila
for their outstanding achievements. My best
wishes are with them this summer.

Go Team USA, and Kingwood Strong.
And that’s just the way it is.

———
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Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize my friend from Jeffer-
son, Pam Romano—a tireless advocate for
adoptive families and children around the
world.

In 2012, Pam and her husband Mark began
the process of adopting two Russian brothers,
Bogdon and Yura. In the same year, though,
Russia enforced a ban on adoptions to the
United States, separating the Romanos from
their sons.

Since then, Pam and her husband Mark
have assisted children caught in the cross-
hairs of this ban—like their two sons—by rais-
ing awareness on the issues dividing adoptive
families. By meeting with lawmakers and shar-
ing her family’s story with others, Pam hopes
to one day reunite with Bogdon and Yura.

Last year, the Congressional Coalition on
Adoption Institute honored Pam as an Angel in
Adoption, a title given to leaders who have
made extraordinary strides in helping children
in need of a family. Moreover, her efforts in-
spired me to recently introduce the Inter-
country Adoption Information Act—a bill de-
signed to bring transparency to the inter-
national adoption landscape, where families
often struggle to access up-to-date, accurate
information they need. to navigate the adop-
tion process.

Pam’s efforts to bring her children home re-
minds us of the unwavering power of a moth-
er's love. I'm grateful for her dedication to
bridging the bureaucratic gaps between fami-
lies and their adopted children.
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Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retirement of Lieutenant General
H.R. McMaster. General McMaster has served
in our military honorably for 34 years, and our
country is better for it.

| first met General McMaster during our time
at the United States Military Academy. Gen-
eral McMaster was my squad leader for Cadet
Basic Training, known as “Beast Barracks.”
General McMaster, being from Pennsylvania,
was amused by my then-Alabama accent. He
gave me the nickname Huckleberry, which is
how | am still referred to by my West Point
classmates.

General McMaster was an excellent leader
as a senior cadet, and he went on to be a
highly decorated soldier as a junior officer in
the first Gulf War. As he moved up the ranks
in the my, he continued to be an outstanding
leader, commanding troops overseas in Irag. |
was pleased when President Trump nomi-
nated General McMaster to be National Secu-
rity Advisor and think he did a fantastic job in
that role.

| wholeheartedly agree with those who have
called General McMaster the “greatest solider
of his generation.” It was an honor to serve
under his leadership at West Point and | wish
him all the best in his retirement. | hope it in-
cludes a lot of time spent reading and enjoy-
ing the comfort of his famous Hawaiian shirts.

———

AGRICULTURE AND NUTRITION
ACT OF 2018

SPEECH OF

HON. DWIGHT EVANS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2) to provide for
the reform and continuation of agricultural
and other programs of the Department of Ag-
riculture through fiscal year 2023, and for
other purposes:

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chair, | rise in strong oppo-
sition to H.R. 2, the Agriculture and Nutrition
Act of 2018. When Ranking Member PETER-
SON, who has done four Farm Bills and is one
of the most moderate in our Caucus, is upset
with the process and the result, it tells you that
the well has been poisoned. But let me tell
you a little about me and why | chose to be
on the Agriculture Committee.

| came from the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania where | was proud to serve as Chair-
man of the state legislature’s Appropriations
Committee for twenty years.

There, | was able to secure billions of dol-
lars for state programs that addressed urban
and rural needs, roads and bridges, schools,
the first Healthy Food Financing Initiative, and
most importantly, many, many Agriculture pro-
grams around the entire state of Pennsylvania.

We should be in the business of first doing
no harm, but here we are trying to pass off the
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Farm Bill as bipartisan, when in fact, this is an
assault on the working poor, the disadvan-
taged, seniors, and veterans.

Mr. Speaker, in Pennsylvania that would
translate to an additional 199,000 individuals
between the ages of 50 to 59 who would face
cuts to their SNAP benefits. It is more difficult
for older individuals to find work when unem-
ployed and many people want to work more
than 25 hours, but simply cannot due to lack
of available hours, children, or age.

Almost 2 million Pennsylvanians benefit
from the SNAP, with over 215,000 in my Dis-
trict alone, and with the majority of benefits
going to those in great need. This bill before
us is unworkable for Philadelphia. It fails them,
the process fails them, and for that | give this
bill an F.

HONORING LLOYD KNIGHT

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2018

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Lloyd Knight. Lloyd
was recently awarded the Jim Casey Commu-
nity Service Award—one of the highest
awards given to United Parcel Service em-
ployees.

Lloyd has been a part of the UPS team for
over 10 years, joining the company after
spending 20 years in the United States Air
Force. Over his time at UPS, he rose to the
position of Global Forwarding Freight Director
and founded the UPS Veterans Business Re-
source Group.

A veteran himself, Lloyd helped found
VETLANTA, an organization committed to
bringing together the business community,
non-profits, and government to help make the
Atlanta region the best destination in the coun-
try for veterans. Additionally, Lloyd dedicates
his spare time to veterans through his involve-
ment in Hire Heroes USA and American Cor-
porate Partners.

Lloyd has served both his country and
neighbors in Georgia through his tireless serv-
ice, leaving a lasting impact on local veterans
and his community.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank Lloyd for the
compassion he has shown others and con-
gratulate him on this well-deserved honor.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2018

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
May 10th 2018, | experienced a family emer-
gency and so | missed Roll Call vote number
178 regarding the “Titus Amendment” (A003).
Had | been present, | would have voted “Yes.”
| also missed Roll Call vote number 179 re-
garding the “Nuclear Waste Policy Amend-
ments Act of 2018” (H.R. 3053). Had | been
present, | would have voted “No.”
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